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Keep Up the Good Work 
 

Since September 11, we have all been struggling to regain some sense of normalcy.  Our nation’s leaders have 
encouraged us to continue in our day-to-day routine – whether that means shopping, traveling, or just enjoying 
life.  Of course, that should also include continuing with our conservation efforts.  Protecting the world we live in 
through activism is a positive way to move forward and feel some sense of control in uncertain times. 

In this issue we will share the results of your recent environmental efforts, particularly with energy 
conservation.  We will also update you on CMC’s programs for green waste recycling and provide the latest 
recycling news.  We hope you find this information helpful and that you pass it on to a friend.  And, don’t forget, 
this and past issues of EcoNotes can be found online at www.mckenna.edu. 

Thank you for all that you have done to protect the future of our planet. 
 
– The Environmental Concerns Committee 

Green Waste 
Recycling at CMC 
 
By now you know that Claremont 
McKenna College works closely 
with the City of Claremont to 
recycle daily waste such as 
aluminum, glass, newspaper, and 
plastic (an average of 364 tons per 
year).  But, did you know that CMC 
also works with the city to recycle 
green waste? 

CMC was the first of The 
Claremont Colleges to collaborate 
with the city to develop a 
comprehensive composting 
program.  All green waste  – 
including grass clippings, tree 
trimmings, and other plant materials  
–  are collected and sent to an onsite 

 
 
 
composting location.  The waste is 
placed in three containers and then 
picked up by the city’s sanitation 
department for recycling.  On 
average, CMC recycles 191 tons of 
grass and 60 tons of green waste 
from trees every year.  By 
recycling, this material is diverted 
from our local landfills and 
converted into usable compost for 
future plantings.  Green waste 
recycling makes economic sense as 
well:  the city charges a fee to pick 
up regular trash dumpsters, but will 
pick up recycling bins free of 
charge. 

In addition to green waste 
recycling, CMC also turns off the 

 
 
 

water during rainy periods; uses a 
state-of-the-art, efficient irrigation 
system; and landscapes with water-
wise plants whenever possible.  As 
you can see, Claremont McKenna 
works diligently to keep the 
grounds looking their best, while at 
the same time acting responsibly 
toward the environment. 

We are always looking for new 
ideas to do things in an 
environmentally responsible way.  
If you have other ideas to help us in 
our efforts, please share them with 
us.  Thank you! 
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Student Energy Use at CMC 
 
As a resident of California, you know that energy conservation is a major issue.  We have all been asked to 
reduce energy consumption, especially during the most recent crunch – and Claremont McKenna students 
have responded. 

In comparing kilowatt use from September and October of 2000 to use in September and October of 
2001 we can see students have reduced their consumption.  Following is a spreadsheet with more specific 
information, particularly the cost per student.  Unfortunately, the cost per kilowatt has doubled – even more 
reason to stay vigilant.   

We thank you for your efforts to reduce energy.  It is just one more way we can make a difference 
protecting our environment. 

Students Recycle at CMC 
 
Since 1996, Claremont McKenna has kept track of student recycling efforts by measuring the amount of 
waste that is deposited in “regular” trash and the amount of waste that is sent for recycling.  Our goal is to 
reach at least 50% recycling.  In February of 1997 the dorms reached 43%, the highest figure to date.  
Students have consistently recycled 38% or better – so we need just to push a little harder to reach our goal 
of 50%.   

Here are some of the stats taken in the most recent survey (Oct. ’01):  Appleby – 32%; Auen – 44%; 
Beckett – 25%; Benson – 33%; Berger – 30%; Boswell – 52%; Fawcett – 46%; Green – 38%; Marks – 
48%; Phillips – 35%; Stark – 26%;  and Wohlford – 40%. 
 

EcoNotes is published by the Environmental Concerns 
Committee, a group comprised of faculty, staff, and 
students.  Any submissions or comments can be directed to 
the Administrative Services department.  We reserve the 
right to edit all submissions. 
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